
 

Required Summer Reading 

Students Entering 1st Grade 

 

Over the summer, SHG students keep reading! Students should be reading or read to 
20-30 minutes each day to maintain all the progress and hard work that has occurred 
during the school year.  

 

Please review the recommendations on the back of this paper and focus on the          
following skills over the summer:  

 

1. Sight words (List is included, students should have these words mastered by the 
beginning of 1st grade) 

2. Letter/Sound Awareness (Practice connecting letters with the correct sounds) 

3. Reading Comprehension (Have book discussions and ask questions about the books 
you are reading together) 

 

Use the reading log to keep track of the books you’ve read and what you liked or dis-
liked about each to share with your classmates in the fall! Upon completion, please 
sign the Reading Log. The completed Reading Log will be collected on the first day 
of school. The faculty here at SHG can’t wait to hear about the adventures you went 
on and where your stories took you over the summer! See you in September!  



Tips for helping your child learn to read! 

  
1. Read to your child. Choose books that you both enjoy. Instill a love of books 

and reading by setting aside time every day!  

2. Play word games. Nursery rhymes, games, and songs will attune the child’s ear 
to sounds and rhymes.  

3. Play song games. Think of a word that begins with “M” Mmmmmm Mop, map, 
man, mog …Nonsense words are fun too! 

4. Practice beginning sound concepts by picking a symbol such as moon. Say, 
“What do you hear first when I say moon?” The beginning sound is “mmm”. 
Show the letter “m”. Try others!  

5. After beginning sounds, move on to writing three -letter words. Practice each 
sound in the word. Point to each letter in the word reading sequence. Write 
“mat”. Point to “m” …Say “mmm” …Point to “a” …Say “aaa”. Blend through the 
vowel “ma” …Point to “t” …Say “ttt ” …Say it fast …Then, faster!  

6. Label pictures or objects around your home. Have your child read these labels 
(table, chair, door, window, etc.).  

7. Write short stories that your child dictates to you. Make a small book with 
your child’s drawings and stories. Read them back often.  

8. Sing alphabet songs, real or made up!  

9. Encourage your child to write letters, words and draw pictures. 

10.  Play with blocks, memory cards, and assemble jigsaw puzzles.  

11. Tell stories. Ask your child to extend them.  

12. When you read, point out a short word and repeat it. Have your child repeat 
it. Soon your child will be interested in what other words look like too!  

13. Encourage your child to act out his/her stories.  

14. Be sensitive to your child’s attention span. Expect short practice times. This 
keeps learning a rewarding and fun experience!  

15. Best of all, have fun supporting your young one as they learn how to read!  



Sight Words 

the 

to 

and  

a 

I  

you 

it 

said 

for 

up 

look 

is 

go 

we  

little 

down 

we  

can 

see 

not 

one 

my 

me 

big 

come  

blue 

red 

where 

jump 

away 

here 

help 

make 

yellow 

two  

play 

run 

find  

three 

funny 

Challenge:  

there 

they 

under 

was 

with 

yes 

what 
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